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Begonia L. is estimated to have more than 1 900 named species, comprising nearly all the species of Be-

t + . . . . . . . . .

} Cover }  goniaceae. It is the sixth biggest genus of flowering plants in the world. Species of Begonia are widely 1 )

i Mlustration i distributed in tropical and subtropical America, Africa, and Asia. The genus can be easily distinguished 5[5

i by their thizomatous; leaves basal, blade often asymmetric, petiole slim, stipules membranous, usually

Yoot 5
deciduous; flower unisexual, monoecious, rarely dioecious; capsule dry; possess collar cells below an 6

operculum of the seed. It is well known for the exceptional diversity of leaves and flowers. Begonia also has a complicated taxo-

nomic history, especially in the delimitation of sections. China has almost 200 species, mainly distributed in Yunnan, Guangxi, and Guizhou

occurring in moist, shaded forest or limestone habitats. With many being narrow distribution, it is commonly said that the endemic species are

often discovered in a mountain, a ravine, or a cave in karst regions.
Cover images: Diversity of Begonia flowers B. handelii Irmscher ( 1. Male flowers, 3. Female flowers) ; B. cirrosa L. B. Smith & D.
C. Wasshausen (2. Male flowers, 4. Female flowers) ; B. aurantiflora C.-1 Peng, Yan Liu & S. M. Ku (5. Male flowers, 6. Female flowers).
(For details, please see the text by DONG Li—Na et al on page 73-82).



