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PHARMACOGNOSTICAL STUDY:ANH HERBAL REINVESTIGATION ON THE
CHINESE MEDICINAL PLANT PA-CHITE-T’IEN ( MORINDA OFFICINALIS HOW )

Zhang Zhe-sen ( Chang Che-seng )

(South Chind Institute of Batany, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

The present paper contributes a knowledge of root structure of Morirda offici-
nalis How, Rubiaceae, The macroscopical and microscopical characters, a botanical
description and herbal investigation of this Chmese medlcmal plant hcre ‘been glv-
en by thé author,’

In addition, three adulterants,viz, the roots of Damnacanthus tndicus (L, )
Gaertn, t,, Morinda umbellate L, and Morinda shuanghuaensis Chen et"Huan'g can
be drstmgui’shed from each other by anatomical featurecs as shown in key on: P,

" "After a careful companson of the features of external morphology between the
two very difficult dlstmguished species, viz, Morinda offzcznahs Haw and Morinda
shuanghuacnszs Chen et Huang, the author found out that the two speaes can also
be easily distmguished from each other by their microscopical character of
whether there are some trichomes on the corolla tube



