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Abstract; Guangxi is located in the south of China, with complex geology, diverse terrain, and abundant biodiversity,

also serving as a vital ecological barrier in southern China. Since its establishment in 1935, Guangxi Institute of Botany
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has been dedicated to finding out the background of plant resources in Guangxi all the time, conducting extensive field
surveys across all the region, and accumulated approximately 600 000 plant specimens. It established the largest
collection of herbarium (International code IBK) for Guangxi, and jointly completed the compilation and publication of
all six volumes of “Flora of Guangxi” with 28 institutes or universities inside and outside of Guangxi. This flora includes
307 families, 2 073 genera, and 9 051 species (including infraspecies) of vascular plants in Guangxi, marking the first
comprehensive and systematic description for plant diversity of Guangxi in a large-scale. This article introduces the basic
information and compilation features of “Flora of Guangxi” , systematically reviews the winding course of its compilation
and research journey, which is divided into three stages for introduction, and briefly introduces the evaluations from
peers and various honors received by “Flora of Guangxi”. Looking back at history and forward to the future, combining
with the modern development trends of botanical disciplines also, the author briefly discusses the development vision for

plant taxonomy and related disciplines in Guangxi, which provides some suggestions for future research, protection, and

45 %

sustainable utilization of plant resources in Guangxi.
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Table 1  Basic information for each volume of “Flora of Guangxi”
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