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STUDIES ON MORPHOLOGICAL EVOLUTION OF
INFLORESCENCE IN SHIBATAEEAE NAKAI

Hu Ohenghua
(Nanjing University, Nanjing 210008)

Tang Jingshan
(Jiangsu Institute of Botany, Nanjing 210014)

Abstract The present paper deals with the morphological evolution of in-
florescence in the tribe Shibataeeae Nakai. Studies show that the inflorescence
in the tribe belongs to the pseudoinflorescence type, which is relatively primitive
when compared with the euinflorescence type. In the tribe Brachystachyum and
Semigrundinaria which have a repeatedly branching inflorescence axis and nume-
rous spikelets are relatively primitive; on the other hand, Indosase and Sinobam-
busa have the simplized inflorescence, in which the axis doesn’t branch or only
has a few branches and fewer spiklets, are considered to be advanced relatively.
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