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ANNOTATION OF PHYLOGENY IN THE FAMILY THEACEAE
IV. Notes from the type of Camellia petelotii (Merr,) Sealy

Yo Chuangxzing
(Department of Biclogy, Zhongshan University, Guapgzhou 51¢275)

The type of Camellia petelotii (Merr.) Sealy, housed in the University of Califor-
nia herbarinm (UC) was examined in detail by the anthor. This examination show-
ed that the species is gunite different from the type of Cameilia nitidissima Chi,
therefore it is unreasonable to combine these two species as proposed by Ming (1993),

The type of Camellio peteloiii, Petelot 848, was collected in northern Vietnam at
Tam Pao, 300 ft. elevation, in Febropary 1923, The specimen bad flowers, therefore
the autbhor principally iuvestigated the flowers and abaxial leaf glands. After chec-
king, no abaxial leaf glands were found, although there were some black dots. These
black dots counld be removed so that they are not comparable to the glands of Camel-
lia nitidissima. The flowers on the type sﬁecimen of C. petelotii are pedicellate,
with the pedicels and bracts 1.2 cm long. Of the 10 bracts, the upper 3 are located
near the top of pedicel, the largest one being broadly ovate and 4.5 mm long by 3
mm wide. All of the bracts are white pubescent inside, glabrous outside, and ciliate.
There are 5 sepals, each 5,5 mm long, ¢ mm wide, coriacecus at the middle with
membranons margins, inside densely white pubescent, glabrouns ontside, but not cili-
ate. Every one of the 14 petals was examined on both saorfaces and found to be white
pubescent on the face, and on the back of the inner petals there was pubescence in
the middle and on two sides of the ungnjcule.

With refereace to An Illastrated Flora of Vietnam (ed. 1991) in which Camellia
petelotii and C. nitidissima were considercd as independent species, the color of the
flowers of Camellia petelolii was not piven. Although we do not know the color of
the flowers, the difference between C. pefelotii and . aitidissima is obvious from
the characters of the leaves and flowers.
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