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Conservation and sustainable use of rattan resource
in Sangpabawa in Mengsong

Meng Shaowu Chen Sanyang
(Kunming Institute of Botany, Chinese Aaidemy of Sciencess K unming 650204)

Abstract The meaning of Sangpabawa is the rattan forest of chief in Hani nationality language. It is the only
nature reserve for rattanin China. By studying the current situation of rattan resource in Sangpabaw a in M eng-
song, this paper analyses the reasons which reduce rapidly the amount of rattan in Sangpabawa. They are as
following: Firstly, farmers cut off too much rattan because there is not effective management under the chal-
lenge of market economy . Secondly, it is difficult for rattan to renew its population in nature because of so
much interruption. Thirdly, useless species of rattan are in danger because farmers only take care of fine vari-
eties. So the strategies of conservation for rattan in Sangpabaw a are put forw ard. At first, the protection con-
sciousness for rattan resource should be reinforced and the study on rattan to find its further uses must be car-
red out. At second, the management for Sangpabaw a must be enhanced and the rules for village and farmers

should be improved to prohibit the uncontrolled chop for rattan. At third, set up a collection and propagation
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base to protect the diversity of rattan resource and to meet the demands of rattan seedling for production At
fourth, build a commerdial base for production and processing of rattan to meet the need of market.
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