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Origin, evolution and distribution
of the Calycanthaceae

LI-ye. LI Ping-tao

\ Cwllege of Forestry. South Chunt o) Agrcwltural Unmersity, Guangzhou 510642, Chuna )

Abstract: In the present paper. the origin. evolution and fermation of modern distribution parterns of
the Calycanthaceae were discussed based on studies of phyologeny . distribution. as well as the paleo-
geography and paleoclimatology. We considered that the current distribution center was from the
South of Qinling Mountains to the East of Hengduan Mountains. Calycanthaceae might have orginat-
ed from East Asia Region. and then migrated eastward to North America via Bering land Bridge dur-
ing the Quaternary glacial period. At the same tume. part of pre-Calycanthaceae spread southward
through the Malavan Peninsula ta Java and Australia. and then developed isolatedly. Thus. the cur-
rent disjunctive distribution of East Asia and North America Region. as well as South and Morth tem-
perate zone has been formed gradually.
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Fig.- 1 Geogr

aphical distribution of Calvcanthacese in the world
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Tahle 1 The statistics of species of the Calycanthaceae distributed

in each floristic region of the world
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