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Abstract; Tropical forest, as an important component of forest vegetation in China, is of great significance to the

maintenance mechanism research and biodiversity protection. Based on the problems and research history of tropical
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forest vegetation classification, a new vegetation classification system with five tropical forest vegetation types was
proposed for further discussion, by considering the biotic and abiotic influential factors. The results were as follows; (1)
Although many studies have been carried out to describe the distribution range and community characteristics of tropical
forests in China, debates still existed on the classification reasons and systems of tropical forest vegetation types. (2)
The tropical forests in China are located in the monsoon climate zone, but the forest vegetation types in many tropical
areas are not only affected by the monsoon, but are the result of many factors such as the climatic zone, key climatic
factors, topography, soil feedback, and species adaptation. (3) The tropical forest vegetation in China has five tropical
forest vegetation types including atypical tropical rain forest, tropical monsoon forest, tropical mountain rain forest,
tropical mountain moss forest ( tropical cloud forest) and tropical coniferous forest. The tropical monsoon forest has four
vegetation subtypes including tropical deciduous monsoon forest, tropical semi-deciduous ( semi-evergreen) monsoon
forest, tropical evergreen monsoon forest and tropical limestone (rocky mountain) monsoon forest. (4) By further
illustrating in detail the distribution of main tropical forest vegetation types and subtypes in China, suggestions about the
necessaries to define the vegetation types of the artificial recovered tropical forests were also proposed. Special attention
should be paid to the fact that there is no clear statistics and description on the distribution boundary and areas of the
primary forest and the secondary forest in tropical region with good authenticity and integrity. In conclusion, the proposed
new vegetation classification system with five tropical forest vegetation types about the tropical forest vegetation in China
will provide a systematic reference for tropical forest comparative research in different regions in the future.

Key words: tropical forest, tropical rainforest, classification of vegetation types, systematic monitoring, manmade
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Typical tropical rainforest
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No obvious seasonal changes

FEERHE EABRR; SMRIE BRI RIZ AL
ROFA AL H LS R ok

and appearance;

%%?m** Species adaptation
Tropical TR

monsoon

forest Hfr 2T AR

FES RN T

Atypical tropical rain forest

The two vegetation types are similar in community characteristics

However, the right are not developed from the left directly.

» HlygFH bk Tropical coniferous forest

M IS SEM (= F )

Tropical mountain moss forest (tropical cloud forest)

Huity I F Ak Tropical mountain rain forest

(820 B Ly k) AR R R AR AR o T RO ARELARE)
(Including a small amount of mountain evergreen broad-
leaved forest and palm plants dominant forest)

BN

/ Tropical evergreen monsoon forest
Py
PRI (IR 2R T T AR

Tropical semi-deciduous (semi-evergreen)
Soil feedback monsoon forest

Tropical deciduous monsoon forest

Pt B () ZF AR

(48520 S5t 1L W AR 5 P LA

Tropical limestone (rocky mountain) monsoon forest
(Including a small amount of vegetation

with the nature of mountain rain forest)

BT A S R 20 A 2R AR

Fig. 1
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FUAR (P. latteri) FIFTHA ( Nageia nagi) 55 &1 - Fi
NARE BT . Z YR B TR % ORI
BRI LU T5L, S48 H 43 A1 B R 5 R 1L T
M G (H PR LR B AR B 7 5 28 43 A7 X
AL IR 3 A, B AN I R AR 3%, O
M 53 R — Ak SE AR R A
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Discussion on classification of the tropical forest vegetation types in China
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