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Abstract; ( Cinnamic acid-4-hydroxylase , C4H,EC 1.14.13.11) is the second key enzyme involved in the biosynthetic
pathway of phenylpropanoid and precursors of anthocyanin biosynthesis. Based on ¢DNA sequence conserved domain of

C4H ,a pair of primers were designed and used to amplify a fragment of IbC4H gene ( GenBank accession; GQ373157)
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by RT-PCR from sweet potato using RT-PCR and RACE technique. A 1668 bp full-length ¢cDNA sequence was

obtained. Analysis of C4H ¢DNA indicated that it encoded a peptide containing 505 amino acids and the sequence com-

parison with the C4H gene of potatoes, apples, blackberries, ammi majus and rapes showed that identity was all above

70%. The predicted secondary structure demonstrated that alpha helix and random coil were the most important structural

conformation. However, extended chain distributed in the whole protein. The predicted tertiary structure demonstrated

that IbC4H had binding sites of cytochrome P450 with oxygen and iron. The study will be helpful to understand more

about the roles involved in anthocyanin biosynthesis at the molecular level and provides a candidate genes for metabolic

engineering of anthocyanin biosynthesis pathway in purple-fleshed sweetpotato.
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Name and interpretation of primer sequences

Table 1

RO

Prim .
Primer sequence
name

1

Primer interpretation

Bt LT 149
Core forward primer
Wl TS 14
Core reverse primer
34519
3" RACE inner primer
3% 4519
3" RACE outer primer

CAH-f  5'-AACAA(G/A) GT(G/C/T)
GT(G/C)CAGCAG(C/T)A-3’

C4H-r  5'-GACCA(C/T)A(G/A) (A/
T) GTTGT(T/C) TCAATTGC-3'

C4H-3'-1-f 5'-GGGAGAGATCAATGAG-
GATAATGTCC-3'

C4H-3'-2-f 5'-CATAGATCACATTCTT-
GAAGCCCAGC-3'

C4H-5'-1-r 5'-GTACATCATGAGCTG- 5'u—3 5149
CAAGCGGCG-3’ 5" RACE inner primer
C4H-5'-2-r 5'-CCGCCTCCGGATTCTTCT- 5B

TCACC-3’

CAH-fl-f  5'-AATCCCTCTGATTATC-
CCACCTACC-3'

5'-GCTTCATGACAATGG-
TAGAGTGCTTC-3’

5" RACE outer primer
oy R L
Full length forward primer
2R TG

Full length reverse primer

CAH-fl-r
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N 5 ( Rubus occidentalis ) bl 79% 5 M (R.
coreanus ,GenBank EU123533.1) I3 R AL ( Malus X
domestica , GenBank DQ075002. 1) & 78% ; & & 1t
( Catharanthus roseus GenBank 732563.1)77% ; 5 i
3¢ ( Brassica napus, GenBank DQ485129. 1), 7 %
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7. M. DNA 2> F#ric; a. f£5FX; b. 3'-RACE; c¢. 5'-RACE; d. & cDNA,
Note: M. DNA Marker; a. PCR product of the core fragment of [bC4H; b. PCR product of 3'-RACE;
c. PCR product of 5'-RACE; d. PCR product of the full-length ¢cDNA.

Bl 1 IbC4H [ PCR 93774
Fig. 1 PCR electrophoresis products of IbC4AH
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acgcggggacttcaatccctectgattatecccacctacctttttectactagecactagecaagaaacce

66  ATGGATCTTCTCCTCTTAGAGAAGACCCTTCTTGGCCTCTTCTTTGCCATTCTTGTCGCCATTGTTGTGTCCAAGCTACGCGGCAAGAAG
MmbDLLLLEZ XKTLLGLTFFAILVATIVVSKTLIZ RTGEK KK
156 TACAAGCTCCCGCCGGGTCCTCTCCCGGTGCCGGTGTTCGGGAACTGGCTCCAGGTCGGGGATGACCTGAACCACCGGAATCTCACCGAT
Yy K LPpPPGPLPVPVFGNWLQVGDDILNHRNLTD
246 TACGCCAAGAAGTTCGGTGACATTTTCCTTCTGAGGATGGGGCAGAGGAACCTGGTGGTGGTGTCGTCGCCGGAGCTAGCGAAGGAGGTT
YAKKFGDIFLLRMGQRNLYVYVVVSSPETLAIKEV
336 CTCCACACGCAAGGGGTGGAGTTCGGGTCCCGAACCCGGAACGTGGTGTTCGATATCTTCACCGGGAAAGGGCAGGACATGGTGTTCACC
LHTQGVEFGSRTRNYVYVFDTIFTGX K G QDMVFET
426 GTCTACGGCGACCACTGGCGGAAGATGCGGCGGATCATGACGGTGCCCTTCTTCACCAACAAGGTTGTGCAGCAGTACCGGCGAGGGTGG
vy GGDHWRIKMRRIMTVPFFTNIKVVQQYRIRGW
516  GAGGACGAGATCGGGTTGGTGGTGGAGGAGGTGAAGAAGAATCCGGAGGCGGCGACCACCGGGATTGTTCTCCGCCGCCGCTTGCAGCTC
EDEIGLVYVYEEVEKE KNPEAATTS GTIVLRTRRLA QL
606  ATGATGTACAACAATCTGTTCAGGATTATGTTTGACCGGAGGTTCGAGAGCGAGGAGGACCCCATGTTTAAGAAGCTCAGAGCTTTGAAT
MmMYNNLVPFRIMEFDRRFESEETDPMEFI KT KT LR RATLN
696  GGTGAGAGGAGTAGGCTGGCACAGAGCTTTGATTACAACTATGGTGATTTCATCCCCATTTTGAGGCCTTTCCTCCGAGGCTACTTGAAG
GERSRLAQSFDYNYGDT FTIPTIULRPTFLIRSGYLK
786  ATCTGCAAGGAGGTTAAGGAGAGGAGATTGCAGCTATTCAAGGACCACTTTGTTGAGGAGAGAAAGAAGCTTTCAAGCACAAAGGGCATG
I CK EVKERIRLAQLVFIKDHTFVEERIEKTI KTLSS STZXKSGNM
876  GACAACAACAGTCTGAAATGTGCCATAGATCACATTCTTGAAGCCCAGCAAAAGGGAGAGATCAATGAGGATAATGTCCTCTACATTGTT
DNNSLIKCAIDHNTITLEAQQKGETINEDNVLYTIV
966  GAGAACATTAATGTTGCTGCAATTGAAACAACCCTGTGGTCGATCGAGTGGGGCATTGCAGAACTGGTTAACAACCCGGGGATCCAAAAG
ENINVAATETTLWSTITEWSGTIAETLVNNPGTIAQK
1056  AAACTTCGCGAAGAGATTGATGCAGTTCTGGGACCGGGAGTTCAGCTAACCGAGCCAGACACCCACAAACTTCCATACCTTCAGGCGGTG
KLREETIDAVLGPGVQLTEP®PDTHIEKTLTPYLAQAYV
1146 ATCAAAGAAACACTTCGTCTTAGAATGGCAATTCCTCTGTTAGTCCCCCACATGAACCTCCACGACGCCAAGCTTGGAGGGTATGACATC
I' X ETLRLRMATIPLLVPHMNLIHDAIKTLG GG GYDI
1236 CCTGCAGAGAGCAAAATCTTGGTGAATGCTTGGTGGCTAGCTAACAACCCCTCGACCTGGAAGAACCCGGAGGAGTTCCGCCCAGAGAGG
pPAESKILVNAWWLANNPSTWIKNPETETFRZPER
1326 TTCTTTGAAGAGGAGAAGCACGTCGAGGCGAATGGCAACGACTTCAGATTCCTCCCGTTTGGCGTTGGCAGGAGGAGCTGCCCCGGGATC
FFEEEIKHVEANGNDTFRTFLPFOGVGRRSZ CPGI
1416 ATCCTGGCCTTGCCAATCCTCGGCATCGTGCTGGGGCGCCTGGTTCAGAACTTTGAACTCTTGCCCCCTCCAGGACACTCCAAGGTGGAC
lroALPI LGIVLGRLVQNZFETLLPPPGHSZKVD
1506  ACCACAGAAAAGGGTGGCCAGTTCAGTCTCCACATCTTGAAGCACTCTACCATTGTCATGAAGCCTAGGACTTTCTAAaacgtgtgatat
T T EKGGQF SLHILIKHSTTIVMKPRTTF *
1596 atgtaacctggttttaattcaaagtttggttaagataatggacatgtacttttgcggccaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

. o« REAREW,

Note; * means the stop codon.

Kl 2 IbCaH BILHRIS I A SR 51
Fig. 2 IbC4H of sweet potato and its deduced amino acid sequence

WL R G B DU 35 it 2 ThCAH 25 & K B 454 e
4, A R D RO TR R b (B 5) . ] TM-
HMM Server Xf H 23K C4H e 4s #3804, H
B CAH BRBETE AN MBS, ThCAH N A7 15 185 B 25+
5, H ProtScale #47H % C4H H:PH 4ahth & )&
FLTR T H TN | 5 2% 22 K BE 2 30 M B Ko, 78 N i
T C oA 50 B A4 7K X 38, 7F PROSITE 1

ST, IbCAH 5 A 4 M 5 2 P450 121 % 1 Mt
BRI TC R L5 5 15 (440 ~ 449 {7 S FEFR AR B ) |
N-HFEAL 07 55 (57 ~ 60 137,272 ~ 275 {3 24 3k 2 %
) AT CAMP-CGMP 25 1 385 il B 1R 235 5 o7 o5
(262~265 (A FETRILIL) . MAM, & & A HEH K
it C WAk 07 o5 % 25 (U 11 B R 1L A7 5 N-T5
SEMEACAL A ERE AL . = AL A T,
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(
Ipomoea batatas (
Solannum tuberosum (
Brassica rapa (

Ammi majus (

Petrosel inum crispum (
Catharanthus roseus (
(

Rubus occidentalis Vg
Consensus (1) MDLLLLEKTLLGLEAAIIVASIV SYLFGKYEFLP PGPIPVPVFGNWLCVGDDLNHRNLSDYAKKFGEI FLLRMGQRNLVVVSSP

(86) 26 100 110 120 130 140 150 160 170

dKCEINEENVI_YI'JENINVAAIE TTIWSIEWGIAELV PEIQKKL EDETV

(
Ipomoea batatas(170) BYNYGDFIPILRPFLRGYYICKEVKERRLGLFK
(
(
T ENIVEINAVING TVI.RNRL.OTIMYNNMYRIMFDRRFE DDPI F#KLKAINGERSRIAQSFE YNBGDF IPTLRPFLRGY
(
(
RO TV et N R ek Y BRIV INGIS V. RRRL.OT MMYNNMYRIMFDRRFE SEDDPL FVKLKEINGERSRLAQ)
(
Ipomoea batatas(25)
Ammi majus(256
CQKCEINEENVI_YIVENINVAAIETTI_WSIEWCIAELV PEIQKRLREE KTV
Rubus occidental isl

Consensus (35) ELAKEVLHTQGVEFGSRTRNV NFDIFTPKG\:EMVFTW'" EHWRKMRRIMTV ’PEFTNY'v’VQQYRYf‘WEEEAAR’\,’VEDVKKNPESAT
171) 1m 180 190 200 210 220 230 240 255
Solannum tuberosum(170) RRTMFDRRFESEDDPLEVKLISAINGERSRIAQRFEYNYGDFIPTLRPFLRGY 1§ ICKEV R LFK
Brassica rapa(170) (eaninzriufoIalil) RIMFDPRFESEDDPI EFLKAI_NGERSRLA FEYNYGDFIPILRPFLRGYLJIC! LFK
ISICEEN R LFK
Petrosel inum crispum(171) Neananz o) LIVEININEINTIINININS /D)2 F‘KLKAI_NGERSRLA GDFIPILRPFLRGY iSICQE RLELFK|
((EY ETE T A VWSO ING TVIRRRLQIMMYNNMYRIMEDRRFESEDDPI E\/KLKAI.NGERSRLAQGFEYNYGDFIPILRPFLRGYI_RICKEVKERRLQLF
Consensus(171) NGIVLRRRLQLMMYNNMYRIMFDRRFESEDDPLFVKLKALNGERSRIAQGFEYNYG DFIPILFPFLPFYLFICKE\«'FERFLQLFF
(296) 256 270 280 290 300 310 320 330 340
Solannum tuberosum(2®)
Brassica rapa(2®)
Petrosel inum crispuml
Catharanthus roseusl
Consensus(Zfﬁ CYFVDERKRFGSTRSMINNSLECAIDHILEAQQRGEINELNVLY IVENINVAATIETTLWS IEWGIAELVNHPEIQKRLRDELETV
341 350 360 370 380 390 400 410 425

Solannum tuberosumi. V
Brassica rapal PHMNIII:AK ICYDIPAESRILVNAW[

) |8
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
Ammi ma jus(341) iexg o P EMNLEBARIGYDIPAE SKILVNA

M
| pomoea batatas(340)
340
(340

Consensus(341) LGEGV QITEPET‘lKLPYI_QA'JIKETLRLRIMIPI_FLPHMNL-IDAKLGF‘LDIPAESKI"JNAWFLAI\NPE:{W?KPEEFFPERF' EE

(426) 426 440 450 460 470 480 490 506
Ipomoea batatas(425)
Solannum tuberosum(425) | GRLVQNFEJILPPP
Brassica rapa(425) jan PFGVGRRSCPGIILALPILGITIGREVQNFELLPPP

LT ERIE YT SKVE AN GN DI YME FGVGRRSCPGI T LALPTLGIMIGRLVONFELLPPPGRSKIDTHEKGGQFS
T N L T - Vil SKVE AN GN D} YN FGVGRRSCPGI I LALPTLGI§ IGRLVONFELLPPPGRSKIDTREKGGOFS

ILKHSTIVSKPRN,

Consensus(426) ESKVEANGNDFRYLPFGVGRRSCPGIILALPILGITIGRLY QNFELLPPPVFJKIETSEKGGQF?LHILKH\TI”' KERTF

TE: RRAAT SRR 1 5050 5 3R08 — B MR A R~ s R Rk s Bk
EI@J'EJ"? N A B TR AR ; WS PR s AL AERR I
Note; Identical and conserved amino acid residues are denoted with black and gray backgrounds respectively;

Other amino acid residues are denoted with white backgrounds; Active sites are denoted with red frames.

F 3 AFMHEY) C4H ZIBR 75 A0 £ 8 Xt

Fig. 3 Multiple alignments of amino acid sequences of C4H from different plants
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100 o0 Rubus occidentalis

0.03

94 R. coreanus

0.02
45 L Malus X domestica

0. 00 O. 03

76 Catharanthus roseus

0.03
0.02

0.01

Ipom
so[ g7 Ipomoea batatas

Solanum tuberosum

0.00 0.04

100 001 Ammi majus

) Petroselinum crispum

Brassica napus

100{ 0.00

0.09

B. rapa
0.00 P

T s EIEUE @ T bootstrap 655 UCEL Y
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